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PRINCIPAL & VICE-PRINCIPAL MESSAGE 

“I am learning pluses so I can grow 

numbers”; “We are learning to 

read so my language will 

get better and I can know 

more”; “I am drawing a 

climate graph so I can see 

patterns and also put a lot of 

information in a small space”; “We are writing 

Anti-Bullying Narratives because it’s important to 

show that we understand why bullying is wrong”; “I 

am learning to draw shapes so I can create neat 

structures”; “We are learning about ratio and rate so 

we can compare numbers”…  These are just a few 

of the answers we received on a recent walk around 

the school when we asked, “What are you 

learning?” and, “Why are you learning that?”  

When students are able to answer both of these 

questions you know that they are engaged in their 

learning.  This is very exciting for us, as educators, 

and for our kids too  

 

We have been enjoying amazing autumn weather 

and there have been exciting extra-curricular 

activities happening outside as well as inside the 

school.  Running Club, Soccer, Band, Primary 

Choir, Touch Football, and the launch of our Green 

Team are just some of the highlights.  You will 

have a chance to read more about some of these 

activities in this newsletter. 

 

The elementary teachers union (ETFO) is in a legal 

strike position. Across Ontario, the union has 

applied sanctions which means that teachers are not 

performing some of their regular duties.  Current 

and new extra-curricular programs, including those 

referenced in this newsletter, will likely be 

suspended effective Wednesday, October 28
th

.  We 

continue to remain optimistic these challenges will 

be resolved in the near future.  Our school district’s 

website:  www.ocdsb.ca continues to be a very good 

source of information.   

 

Looking ahead, Progress Reports will be sent home 

on Thursday, November 12
th

.  Wednesday, 

November 11
th

 is Remembrance Day and we will be 

acknowledging this important day as a 

school community.  Parents and 

guardians are welcome to attend our 

ceremony.  We will be gathering in our 

school gym beginning at 10:30am.   

 

AVALON HAPPENINGS…EXTRA-

CURRICULAR, EVENTS & NEWS 

Avalon Sports 

Junior Soccer 

Our Junior Boys and Girls Soccer teams had an 

excellent season this year.   Both teams worked 

really hard throughout the course of our season and 

displayed excellent teamwork, cooperation and 

perseverance during their tournaments.  Both our 

girls and boys placed 4
th

 in the Regional 

Tournament.    

 

A special thank you to the parents who came out to 

cheer our players on and supported by driving.  

Thank you to coaches Simon Payne (Boys’ Team) 

and Whitney Perrier (Girls’ Team).   

 

 

OCDSB Mission Statement 

Educating for success – inspiring learning and building citizenship 

http://www.avalonps.ocdsb.ca/
http://www.ocdsb.ca/


Intermediate Football 

Our Intermediate Boys’ and Girls’ football teams 

had a great season!  Both teams participated in final 

tournaments this week.  These tournaments were the 

culmination of weeks of hard work and practicing.  

Excellent plays, awesome sportsmanship and team 

spirit were demonstrated by all players.  Way to go 

Lions!  Thank you to coaches Sarah Tompkins 

(Girls’ team) , Jessica Wilson and Christian Lacasse 

(Boys’ team).   

 

Design and Technology 

Lego Robotics Club has begun for grades 6-8.  

Students will be learning how to construct working 

robots and program them to react to their 

environment through the use of servos and sensors. 

Two teams will also be made for Lego Mechanics 

which will develop simple machines to solve 

problems.  Through a series of mini challenges, 

eight students in junior and eight students from 

intermediate will be chosen to represent Avalon at 

the Skills Canada Competition qualifying round in 

January. 
  
Design and Technology club will also be starting 

up. The club is made up of students from grades 6-

8, some of whom will also be chosen to compete in 

Skills Canada contests in January including the 

Cardboard Boat race. 

 

Green Team 

The school is starting up its student Green Team 

this month, open to grades 3-6. The staff Green 

Leaders this year are Annabelle Chometton, 

Amanda King, Sandra Roy, Heidi Blair, Diana 

Beattie, Gail Lapointe and Ann Marcil. The team 

will begin with planning presentations to 

Kindergarten classes about how we recycle as well 

as information posters for Boomerang Lunches. The 

students will be doing waste and energy audits for 

the Ecoschool Certification Program. Last year 

Avalon reached the Bronze Level of Ecoschool 

certification. This year we are hoping to increase 

our activity level to reach Silver. If there are any 

parents in our Avalon community who have 

expertise or interest in being a part of greening our 

school, we are looking for support with once a week 

Green Team meetings and school activities. Please 

leave a message at the office addressed to the Green 

Team so we can connect with you! 

WITS Anti-Bullying Initiative 
The WITS program is in full swing once again at 

Avalon.  Students are using their WITS on the 

playground and in 

the classroom. 

Our Intermediate 

students are 

taking the lead 

and visiting our 

primary classes to help them learn how to use their 

WITS.  Our Grade Six students are visiting classes 

as well and reading such books as Say Something, 

Just Kidding and Don’t Call Me Names.   

  

It has been amazing to see the WITS program grow 

and take root at Avalon.  Having a safe and caring 

environment for our students is our highest priority 

and having WITS as a resource for our community 

is something we are all proud of.   

 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE AMOUNT 

OF FRENCH INSTRUCTION IN 

KINDERGARTEN AND PRIMARY EFI 

There have been proposed changes to the amount of 

French Instruction in Kindergarten and Primary 

Early French Immersion.  Information detailing the 

proposed changes was recently emailed to all 

families and is also attached at the end of this 

newsletter.   

 

Prior to making these changes feedback is being 

welcomed.  Feedback may be provided at one of the 

scheduled public meetings or by email to 

chat@ocdsb.ca or by completing our survey which 

can be found at: https://goo.gl/lvk4FN 

The survey is open until the end of October.  

 

For more information on the French Program and 

proposed changes to French Instruction, please visit 

our website at www.ocdsb.ca. 

 

THANK YOU FOR SIGNING IN! 
To help keep our school community safe, if you are 

a visitor to the school we require that you sign in at 

the office and wear a visitor tag. Thank you to our 

parents/guardians and guests who consistently 

follow this procedure. When we see your visitor tag 

we know that you have signed in. If we do not see 

your tag, we will ask you to sign in and get a visitor 

tag. 

 

 

https://goo.gl/lvk4FN


NEW AVALON SCHOOL UPDATE 

The ground has been broken for the new school!  It 

is anticipated that the skeleton of the school will be 

up by December.  

 

The new school is scheduled to open in September 

2016.  The new school will be a JK to Grade 8 

school offering a JK to 6 Early French Immersion 

Program and a Grade 7 and 8 Early French 

Immersion and English Program.   

 

Our school will become a JK to Grade 6 school 

offering and English and French Immersion School.   

 

The New Avalon School will open offering a JK to 

Grade 7 grade structure with a phase in of Grade 8 

the following year.  Our school will become JK to 6 

next year and we will have a final year with our 

most special Grade 8’s.   

 

The link:  www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/pages/new-avalon-

II-elementary-school.aspx  or, if you got to our 

school website:  www.avalonps.ocdsb.ca will 

connect you to new school information, including 

boundary details.   

 

LIFE-THREATENING ALLERGIES 

During the first week of school we have notified 

parents/guardians whose child is in a class wherein 

another child has severe reactions to certain nuts 

and their byproducts, and have set up the 

procedures for follow-up. Should your child be 

identified over the course of the year with a life-

threatening allergy, please notify us immediately. 

We will then convey the information to your child’s 

classmates and their parents/guardians, and follow 

the recommendations as dictated in our Board 

policies. 

 

MEDICATION AT SCHOOL 

If you would like the school office staff to store and 

administer long-term prescription medications, it is 

mandatory to get your doctor to complete and sign 

the form available from the school office. These 

forms go into a medical log which must be updated 

annually at the start of every school year. This 

applies as well for students who have severe 

allergies and must use an Epi-pen. Medication will 

be administered to the students upon receipt of the 

completed form, signed by the doctor.  This also 

applies to short-term prescription and over the 

counter medications.   

 

STUDENT APPOINTMENTS DURING THE 

SCHOOL DAY 

If your child has an appointment during the school 

day, please include a note to the teacher in their 

agenda or note tote with this information.  This will 

help us help you get your child to their appointment 

on time.   

 

ATTENDANCE LINE 
If your child is going to be absent or arriving late, 

please call and leave a message on our 24-Hour 

Attendance Line at 613-834-7313 – Press 1.  If the 

buses are cancelled and the school is open please 

call and advise us that your child will be staying at 

home even if your child is a bus rider.  If your child 

is ill, please share the nature of the illness.   

 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING AT AVALON 

PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Thank you very much for respecting the “No 

Stopping” law on Portobello Blvd.  The section of 

Portobello Blvd. in front of the school is designated 

as a no stopping area (and therefore no parking) 

from 7:00 – 9:00 am and from 1:30 – 3:30 pm. No 

stopping signs are posted indicating these times.  

The “Kiss and Ride” system in the Aquaview 

parking lot is working; however there is still room 

for improvement.  Drivers are asked to form a 

single line, move their vehicle through this line until 

they are the first vehicle in the line where their 

child(ren) will get out of the car quickly and enter 

the school yard safely. Students should have their 

backpacks with them so that they do not delay the 

flow of the Kiss and Ride. For the safety of our 

students, please don’t by-pass the line or cut out of 

the line after drop-off.  It only takes one driver to 

alter the safety and flow of the Kiss and Ride. 

Please respect the time and safety of all students 

and families. 

 

A reminder that the daycare parking lot is for 

YMCA-YWCA staff only and is not to be used as a 

drop-off or pick-up location.   

 

Thank you for helping us keep our students safe! 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/pages/new-avalon-II-elementary-school.aspx
http://www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/pages/new-avalon-II-elementary-school.aspx
http://www.avalonps.ocdsb.ca/


MORE IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

ABOUT YOUR CHILD’S SAFETY 

Drawstrings on jackets, sweatshirts, clothing items 

pose a danger to your child, as well as scarves. They 

can become snagged on school bus handrails or 

doors, on playground equipment or other 

mechanical equipment and cause injury or death.  

We recommend removing drawstrings from 

clothing and using neck warmers in the winter 

instead of scarves. 

 

COOLER WEATHER 
The temperatures are dropping and the days are 

often a little wetter. It’s time to bring out our warm 

and snuggly clothes. Students are outside during the 

day and when dressed for the weather are much 

happier. 

 

VOLUNTEERS IN THE SCHOOL 
We welcome volunteers! Whether it’s through your 

child’s homeroom, or through a school council 

committee, volunteers are always needed. Your 

support is invaluable, and we hope that you will 

find it enriching as well to join us in our efforts to 

provide the best programs possible for your 

children. If you are interested in volunteering, you 

are encouraged to contact your child’s homeroom 

teacher(s). 

 

SCHOOL BUS CANCELLATIONS 

If the school buses are cancelled due to 

inclement weather conditions, the 

Ottawa-Carleton District School 

Board, as informed by the Ottawa 

Student Transportation Authority (OSTA) will have 

the cancellation announced by 6:15 a.m. on the 

following radio stations: CBC, CFRA, CHIN, 

CHRI-FM, JEWEL 98.5, BOB-FM, TEAM 1200, 

MAJIC 100, KISS-FM, CHEZ 106, 1310 News 

Radio, Y101, and Jack 96.9  The announcement is 

usually made early in the morning and/or late in the 

evening.  It will also indicate if the schools are 

closed. Please note that if buses are cancelled in the 

morning, transportation at the end of the day will 

not operate. If the buses run in the morning, they 

will be running at the end of the day.  If the schools 

remain open, students who are dropped off by the 

parents/guardians in the morning will have to be 

picked up by parents/guardians at dismissal time.  

Attendance is monitored on these days.  Please call 

the school at 613-834-7313 if your child will not be 

attending school on bus cancellation days. 

AVALON SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

If you purchase Mabel’s Labels products  please 

remember to follow the campaign link for Avalon 

and the Mabel’s Labels website.  By using the link 

when below when you order 20% of sales will be 

donated to Avalon.   

https://www.mabelsfundraising.com/f/40656 

 

Have you been by Portobello Boulevard and 

Stormwind Avenue lately?  There’s been a lot of 

changes in the past few weeks.  Construction of the 

new school is well underway and it’s rumoured that 

the framing will start going up in the next 2 

months.  It’s an exciting time to see this new 

addition to our community going up.  We encourage 

you to drive/walk by the site to see what’s new.  If 

you have any questions, please visit the board’s 

Avalon II website at: 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/Pages/New-Avalon-II-

Elementary-School.aspx. 

  

If you have any questions or concerns that you want 

to raise to or through the school parent council, 

please let us know.  You can reach us at our new 

email address :avalonschoolcouncil@gmail.com   

  

Take Care 

Wally Peters and Bill Wackley 

Avalon Parent Co-Chairs 

 

FINALLY… UPCOMING DATES AND 

EVENTS AT-A-GLANCE  
Tuesday, November 11

th
 – Remembrance Day 

Ceremony – 10:30am 

Thursday, November 12
th

 – Progress Reports go 

home (Grades 1 – 8) 

Monday, November 16
th

 – School Photo Re-take 

Day 

Monday, November 16
th

, 7pm – School Council, 

Avalon Staff Room 

Friday, November 21
st
 – Parent 

Consultation/Interview Day (students do not attend 

school) 

Monday, December 14
th 

, 7pm – School Council, 

Avalon Staff Room 

December 21
st
  – January 1

st
  – Winter Holiday 

Break 

January 22
nd

 – PA Day – Students do not attend 

school 

January 27
th

 & 28
th

  – Dental Screening by Ottawa 

Public Health for JK/SK, Grade 2 and Grade 8 

students 

https://www.mabelsfundraising.com/f/40656
http://www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/Pages/New-Avalon-II-Elementary-School.aspx
http://www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/Pages/New-Avalon-II-Elementary-School.aspx
mailto:avalonschoolcouncil@gmail.com




 


